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Diadema Press. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. Hardcover. 414 pages. Dimensions: 8.5in. x 5.7in. x 1.4in.When
a powerful virtual agent makes its way out of the lab, the military will stop at nothing to get it back. Hays hacks
into our greatest fears of technology while simultaneously tempting us with the phenomenal capabilities of
twenty-first-century electronics. This smart, topical, furious-paced thriller thrusts world-class cryptographer
Dee Lockwood against an array of rogue, sociopathic assassins intent on stealing a defunded military soCware
application and igniting a Third Gulf War. Lockwood is on her way to a secret NSA conference when a vicious
hijacking leaves her friend in a coma--but not before he has installed the last copy of BETA on her laptop and
smartphone. When Lockwood overcomes her fear and provides the impetus for her fellow passengers to regain
control of the aircraC, she imagines the terrifying ordeal is over. But its only the beginning. BETA is actually
Project Avatar, a secret military soCware project that, aCer losing Congressional funding, was smuggled out of
the Pentagon into the seemingly innocuous consumer-grade soCware application that wound up on Dees
laptop and smartphone. Lockwood finds herself the target of UMBRA Special Forces commandos and the
hijackers, who team up and try to kill her for the precious code. Lockwood enlists the support of her technical-
genius friend Abe, as well as John, the handsome and mysterious former MI-6 agent. Mere steps ahead of the
deadly commandos, Lockwoods investigations lead her on a breathless flight from the clandestine NSA
conference in the Arizona desert to an illicit financial operation headquartered in the Cayman Islands--via the
historic streets of Geneva, the ancient royal palaces and gardens of Bangalore, and the jungle trails above Rio.
Dees worst fears are confirmed when she discovers BETAs true provenance and brings to...
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