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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Shakespere s Handwriting: Greenwood, (Sir)
Granville George Shakespere s Handwriting Everybody knows the saying, attributed to a certain judge of the
mid-Victorian period, to the eEect that the unveracious might be divided into liars, damned liars, and expert
witnesses. This was, of course, a saying more jocular than judicial, but, like many another exaggerated
statement, it has, nevertheless, a substratum of truth. To illustrate, for example, the untrustworthiness of expert
witnesses, I need only refer to a case which was tried at the Law Courts while I was practising at the Bar. At that
time the two great experts whose services were constantly requisitioned in cases of disputed handwriting, were
Messrs. Inglis NethercliG, and, in the particular case referred to, one of these great men was engaged on behalf
of the plaintiE and the other on behalf of the defendant. The trial took place before a Judge and Jury, when the
two handwriting experts went into the box in support of their respective clients, and each, with equal
positiveness, pledged his reputation in support of diametrically opposite opinions; whereupon the Judge
directed the Jury that they should leave the expert evidence altogether out of consideration. What are we to say
then, when we find experts in high places - none other than the paleographers and graphonomists of the
present day - diEering widely among themselves? Are we to follow the example of the Judge and put the expert
evidence altogether out of our consideration? That can hardly be done where the subject-matter for
examination is one of such great literary importance as that of Shakespeare s handwriting, and yet it is clear,
when there is...
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