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.somewhat similar table from the same source (i.e., Gotha
Lebensversicherungsbank) but quoted by Prinzing (Handbuch
der Medizinischen Statistik, Jena, Fischer, 1906) it appears
probable that the figures are based on expected and actual
number of deaths in various age groups). Considered in
conjunction with facts regarding the prevalence of syphilis
which have just come to hand, the figures just cited give one an
insight into the tremendous influence of syphilis on the public
health in general, and on the mortality from diseases of the
heart, kidney and arteries in particular. The considerations to
which I refer are as follows: Serologists, clinicians and
syphilographers are agreed that the proportion of individuals
giving a positive Wassermann reaction may safely be regarded
as the minimum of infected persons in the community, for
while now and then a positive reaction may occur in a non-
syphilitic individual, the source of error...
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