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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The US Army s fighting experience from the Civil War s end in 1865
until the Western Frontier s end in 1890 has come to be known as the Indian Wars period. Previous conflicts had
been limited to skirmishes with native tribes as their people were pushed westward into yet unwanted territory.
Following the 1849 gold rush, travel routes and settlement pockets had increased across the trans-Mississippi
regions as ever-greater numbers of Euro-Americans quested for land (and gold), enlarging the conflict between
incompatible ways of life. As settlers and adventurers besieged tribesmen, some chose guerrilla warfare,
characterized by skirmishes, raids, massacres, battles, and campaigns of varying intensities that ranged over
plains, mountains, and deserts of the vast American West. Because the army s responsibilities involved great
distances, limited resources, and extended operations (often impeded by governmental policies), its punitive
actions suffered. From revolutionary times, the new United States held anti-standing-army sentiments believing
that the Indian problem can be settled by nonmilitary means. Hence, the post-Civil War army dropped in half by
the critical centennial year when the nation was shocked by the Little Big Horn catastrophe. In the previous ten
years, a series of forts had been built and a command structure was organized for frontier defense around two
western commands: the Division of the Missouri (containing Departments of Arkansas, Missouri, and the Platte)
and the Division of the Pacific (containing Departments of California, Columbia, and the Gulf). Since the theater
of war was largely uninhabited, its variations in climate and geographical features and its extreme distances
were accentuated by army manpower limitations, logistical problems, and movement difficulties. In the
postwar decades, few officers and soldiers had...
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