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Createspace, United States, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print
on Demand *****, The black-footed ferret is a small, nocturnal carnivore closely related to minks, weasels, and
badgers. Originally, the black-footed ferret ranged from the Canadian plains to the intermountain west and
perhaps as far south as Mexico, but today it is the most endangered mammal in the United States (USFWS
1988). As early as 1967, populations had been reduced to the point where the species was officially recognized
as endangered. A major cause for the decline in black-footed ferrets is thought to be the 90-98 percent
reduction of the range of prairie dogs. Black-footed ferrets cannot survive outside of prairie dog towns, relying
almost exclusively on prairie dogs for food and use of their burrows for shelter. Despite protection under the
Endangered Species Act when it was enacted in 1973, by 1979, the last known ferrets had died and the species
was declared extinct (USFWS 1988). In 1981, a population of black-footed ferrets was discovered near Meeteetse,
Wyoming, and the study and recovery of the species began again. Unfortunately, by 1985 canine distemper and
sylvatic plague had a severe combined effect on the Meeteetse population and the remaining 18 ferrets of this
population were brought into captivity (USFWS 1988). In 1987, a captive breeding program was initiated at the
Wyoming Game and Fish Department s Sybille Wildlife Research Center near Wheatland, Wyoming in
cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. A year later, the Service revised and published a recovery
plan for the black-footed ferret. The American Zoo and Aquarium Association also initiated a Species Survival
Plan (SSP) and ferrets were sent to several zoos to create additional breeding populations. The SSP is
considered the essential core of the endangered ferret population. Today,...
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