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Language With Special Reference to English We shall have to
say that a piece of writing is useful in the precise degree in
which it is phonetically spelt, and no further. Perhaps no one
will venture to say that this statement is in accord with the
facts; but unless the current pseudo-axiom means this, | am at
a loss to imagine what it can mean. The truth is that between
written music and written language there is one all-important
difference. In written music the representation of sounds is the
absolutely ultimate end. In written language it is only a means.
We use visible symbols for the sounds of speech because
spoken sounds are symbols of meaning. The ultimate end, and
for most purposes, though not for all, the only important end
of written language is to convey meaning. Now the degree in
which a piece of writing or print is capable of conveying its
meaning does not at all necessarily depend on the...
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