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AEGYPAN, 2011. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.It
all began when the new bookkeeping machine of a large Midwestern coffin manufacturer slipped a cog, or
blew a transistor, or something. It was fantastic that the error -- one of two decimal places -- should enjoy a
straight run of okays, human and mechanical, clear down the line; but when the figures clacked out at the last
clacking-out station, there it was. The figures were now sacred; immutable; and it is doubtful whether the
President of the concern or the Chairman of the Board would have dared question them -- even if either of
those two gentlemen had been in town. When the initial shock began to wear off, his face assumed an
expression of intense thought. In about five minutes he leaped from his chair, dashed out of the office with a
shouted syllable or two for his secretary, and got his car out of the parking lot. At home, he tossed clothesinto a
traveling bag and barged toward the door, giving his wife a quick kiss and an equally quick explanation. He
didn t bother to call the airport. He meant to be on the next plane east, and no nonsense about it. . . . It started
out as a fad, it really did. But in the end it was the death of us.
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