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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1887 Excerpt: .division, which had been transferred to the Sixth Corps, accompanied
Gen. McClellan in his march to drive back the Confederate army then in Maryland. Sept. 17, 1862, he went into
action at Antietam with his usual frankness and rapidity, and put his troops in a commanding position, which
he held with slight loss. On the field of battle he was transferred to the command of the First Division of the
Second Corps, succeeding Gen. Richardson, who was mortally wounded. This was his first connection with the
splendid body of troops with which his name will be forever associated. When he took his new command the
main fighting for the day was over, and he simply maintained the position to which Richardson had withdrawn
the division after its gallant advance to the sunken road. Nov. 29, 1862, he was made major-general of
volunteers. Dec. 13, 1862, he led his division in the memorable charge on Marye s Heights above Fredericksburg.
He was to follow French s division in the assault. The troops were exposed to the Confederate artillery even in
the streets of the town, and it is estimated that they had to march a distance of 1,700 yards under a murderous
fire, while their progress was delayed by obstructions. It is conceded that, of all the gallant men who took that
perilous way, Hancock s soldiers pushed the farthest and did the most desperate fighting. He commanded 5,006
men that day, and left 2,013 of them...
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