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Dodson s shop - bucket of water and tin cup at rear, office desk at R., high desk at L., with stool, chairs, door, c. -
Louis Stevenson seated at a desk, writing - rises with a paper in his hand. Louis. (solus) | pride myself upon being
a skillful penman. | have imitated Robert Belknap s hand writing to a nicety. If | file this certificate in the place
from where | took the original certificate, no one will ever discover that it is a forgery, (goes over to the other
desk and places the certificate in a pigeon hole) People talk of friendship and honor! I know no friendship which
interferes with my ambition - no honor which stands in the way of my success. If a man crosses my path, | will
down him - by foul means, if fair means don t succeed. Life is a struggle for existence, and to my notion,
whatever means he employs, the fellow who comes out on top, wins. That Robert Belknap is my rival, is his
misfortune, not mine. Enter Alex Stevenson, C. R., unobserved. Stevenson, (aside) | wonder what is up now!
Louis. (continuing) | marry Col. Dodson s daughter! When the Colonel steps out, | am in possession of half a
million dollars - or my wife is, which is one and the...
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