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1.lin.Late in the evening of Sunday, January 1, 1775, Faith Kaylore of Endaportal sits before the fireplace in her
room and on the first page of her latest diary she writes: HUZA! HUZZA! Hugh is coming home! Uncle Elias has
released him from his apprenticeship and Endaportal will have its own printer and newspaper soon! In the
margin, she adds a postscript to ask her brother about Billy William, the British soldier working with him in
their uncles print shop in Boston, who has decorated her new diary with a strong and bold letter drawn in the
corner of each page. The post riders praise and obvious liking of this Kings Grenadier with merry eyes and a
smile of good teeth makes Faith curious about the man further described to her as: Sort of handsome with a
pleasant style about him and a real help in the print shop. Within a few weeks, Billy William suddenly and
dramatically enters her life when she investigates a wisp of smoke coming from a house in Old Drowned Town
which is not ready yet for either printing press or human habitat. Hughs request for a road chopped through
two-miles of heavy forest between Endaportal and Enda, a town abandoned years earlier after a flood, is
accomplished by recruiting Captain Edward Homer and his crew from the SEA JULE, all wintering in Lower
Town while their ship is in dry-dock until spring at Middletown. Each day, life without dependence upon
Englands imports grows nearer because of these beached sailors. The road they build brings with it new
industries, the newspaper, a dress shop, and a very necessary convenience - The Transportation Line - which
not only ties the two towns...
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