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illustrated. 1899 Excerpt: . . . form has ceased. Relation of the Nephridia to the Reproductive System. --As is well
known, the ova and spermatazoa escape by the nephridiopores, but it does not seem to have been noticed
before, that in both males and females the bladders of the last five pairs of nephridia are specially enlarged (PI.
lll. , Fig. 15, BL. ), and contain mature ova or spermatozoa, so that upon irritation a simultaneous discharge
through all these 1 Annelides de Naples, 1868, pl. xix, fig. 2, C. apertures may occur. In one worm only eight
inches in length the bladder of the nephridium was swollen with ova so as to measure 14 mm. in length and 6
mm. in width. During the discharge of ova from the female the eggs are caught by the slimy mucus covering of
the body, and, owing to the movements of the animal, collect in strings round the body. We have not observed
the formation of gelatinous capsules in which the eggs may be laid, since we have not worked at the oviposition
of this species, about which nothing is at present known. At certain times of the year, chiefly in the spring, the
nets used by shrimpers on the sandy coast near Lytham are almost choked by the balls of eggs, each moored
by two cables to the sand. Whether these eggs belong to Arenicola remains to be seen, but their form differs
from that of Phyllodoce found so commonly in early spring....
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