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THE PATH: A ONE-MILE WALK THROUGH THE UNIVERSE
(HARDBACK)

Walker Company, 2003. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 218 x 137 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book.
For nearly forty years, Chet Raymo has walked a one-mile path from his house in North Easton, Massachusetts,
to the Stonehill College campus where he has taught physics and astronomy. The woods, meadows, and stream
he passes are as familiar to him as his own backyard, yet each day he finds something new. Every pebble and
wildflower has a story to tell, Raymo says. In The Path, Raymo chronicles the universe he has found by closely
observing every detail of his route. He connects the local to the global, the microscopic to the galactic, with a
scientists s curiosity, a historian s respect for the past, a child s capacity for wonder. With each step, the
landscape he traverses becomes richer and more multidimensional, opening door aDer door into astromnomy,
geology, biology, history, and literaure. The flake of granite in the path was once at the core of towering
mountains pushed up across New England when continents collided, he writes. The purple loosestrife beside the
stream emigrated from Europe in the 1800s as a garden ornamental, then went wantonly native in a land of
wild frontiers. The light from the star Arcturus I see reflected in the brook beneath the bridge at night has been
traveling across space for forty years before entering my eye. I have attended to all of these stories and tried to
hear what the landscape has to say . I have attended, too, to language. How did the wood anemone and Sheep
Pasture get their names? What does the queset of Queset Brook signify in the language of Native Americans?
Scratch a name in a landscape, and history bubbles up like a spring. The path also reveals the...
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